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                                  State Assessments ask students to “show what they know” 

                                      By Christopher Mazzino and Rosemary Fowler, Curriculum Supervisors 

 

 Last school year, we shared with you the changes in standards for Reading, Writing, 

Listening/Speaking, and Mathematics instituted by the Pennsylvania Department of Education. 

Teachers and administrators continue to work diligently to modify their curriculum and 

instruction. The Pennsylvania System of School Assessment (PSSA) will be administered to 

students in April and May in the elementary and middle schools and the Keystone Exams are 

given in December and May. As always, the readiness of the students in the Penn-Delco School 

District for college and career continues to be a primary focus of the faculty, administration, and 

staff.  

 

This year, grades 3-8 will be assessed on writing composition. The eligible modes include 

Opinion, grades 3-5, Argumentative, grades 6-8, Informational grades 3-5, Expository, 

grades 6-8, and Narrative, grades 3-8.  Perhaps one of the greatest changes to the PSSA this 

year is the inclusion of the Text-Dependent Analysis essay question connected directly to the 

Text Dependent Analysis prompt in grades 4-8. These items will be associated with a reading 

passage(s) and will be scored on the text analysis and writing composition skills. Essentially, 

students will be asked to read more closely and critically and to gather evidence as they read.  

They will use this evidence to defend the assertions they make in writing. Teachers in Language 

Arts and Social Studies will receive formal training in November to assist them in making these 

instructional transitions in their classrooms.  

What can you do to help your student at home to prepare for this challenging shift in thinking? 

Engage in high-level conversations with your student.  These conversations helps with written 

expression.  Additionally, when your student is reading at home discuss the main idea and key 

details of the selection. You can find more information about the state assessment at 

www.pde.state.pa.us  

 

 


